
NOTE: This is a very simplified diagram of the probate process and is not intended to cover all possible situations arising in a 
particular estate. Please feel free to call and speak with one of our EstateFinance specialists at 1-866-559-3863 if you have any 
questions about what is required in your particular estate. 

DIAGRAM OF THE TYPICAL PROBATE PROCESS
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File petition to start 

the Probate Process

Publish “Notice of Petition” requesting

the start of the Probate Estate at least 

15 days prior to hearing

Mail Notice of Petition to heirs and 

others who may have claim to the 

estate and are entitled to receive 

notice at least 15 days prior 

to hearing

Submit legal documents to Court 

for judge’s approval, appointing the 

administrator of the estate

Court hearing for judge’s approval 

to begin the Probate Process and 

appoint the administrator of 

the estate 

Create inventory of the Probate 

Estate’s assets and establish value; 

file with Court

File petition for distribution 

of estate assets

Mail notice to heirs and other parties 

at least 15 days prior to hearing

Distribute assets to heirs, and file 

final income tax returns (if required)

Court hearing-Judge signs 

Judgment of Final Distribution 

Submit legal documents to Court 

for Final Distribution of assets 

(no hearing required)

Give notice to known creditors; 

accept or reject creditor’s claims

Pay all debts of the estate and 

file tax returns (IRS Form 706 is 

due 9 months after date of death)

4 to 6 weeks

4 to 6 weeks

4 months to 2 years depending on estate assets and time needed to resolve claims


